PARTIAL TRANSCRIPTION - ORIGINAL FOLLOWS 



b, The proposed interim reconnaissance system made up 
of a Thor booster combined with a second stage which carries 
a lightweight payload in the form of a recoverable capsule, 
duplicates rather than complements the ATLAS 117L 
capability. The interim system would give only a small 
improvement in the over the ATLAS 117L. Moreover, the 
successful and 
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KE&EAEKBf TOR: SSCSEBSY OF 22H AIR FtHS ' 

SUBJECT: KSCOIStAISSAECS SA32LLHSS ASD HA5S2I> SPA£S ISPi/SASECa 

1. Reference Is saade to the Air. Farce Rpoposal test Accelerating cilitary 
reeosnal stance satellites esd msrwvspaee -vehicle projects discussed in 
your rscorandua dated 12 Kovenber 1957* «nd your lwrnnrrfiTHhra of 1 Febru- -^ ' 
ary 1953 requesting that continuation of the Air Force military recon-' c.--\. . 
naissance project -"be clarified. v 

2 . I have relieved your proposal in consultation with the Director of 
Guided Missiles, S'he Special Assistant to the President for Scier.be and 
technology, and the Director of Central Intelligence. In our reviev ve 
have "been guided by the following general policy considerations : 

a. She .Department of Defense nust be alert to avoid vithin and 
between the services any unnecessary duplication of military end scien- 
tific space projects even though sore degree of rich is thereby involved, 
in order that furl's end .other resources n.ey be available for the large 
variety of absolutely essential prograas. 

b. Tne scientific and engineering capabilities of each of the military. 
departments rrast be used vith Eixisrjs; effectiveness and efficiency. ;7o 
single rdlitary deportment should be over loaded vith too zr-ny high priority, 
crash programs. 

c. In addition to its ndnsjle progress/ the Air Force is responsible 
for the 117L ^vanced Becoarsistance Systesi and has a recognized long 
tern developaent responsibility for zaanned space flight capability with 
the urinary objective of accsisplishing satellite flight c.s soon ss 
technology perrdts. It io irnoi'tant to achieve en adequate concentration 
of effort and energy vithin the Air rbrce on these prcgrar-s vith a 
ninincn diversion of- attention and of resources to lo'^er priority projects. 

3." On the basis of the foregoi;ig general considerations as veil, as of 
Eore specific technical Judgments, I have arrived at the folloving con- . 
elusions on the points raised in the tvo above referenced iieaoranda. 

a. 2ee ASLAS 1171* project 3hould be accelerated and carried forward 
under the highest national priority in order to attain an initial opera- 
tional capability at the earliest possible date. 
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!rr.e proposed interim re r^caii-io:- -rr.ee rystcr radi up of a 1- 
er.-..hi::c-e vit:: a seeend stage vhich carries s 15 -;-.:•• ^i •■;.-."■ \ 



in the :"cr..; cf t recoverable cncsv.de, 
the A7-.AC iiVL cap-bdlity. :.-.: inter: 
ir.jrovercr.t in xi:/..- over the AjLAS 11' 



l:'^:-~ r-juld giv.- enly a" :.:i. -11 
Ir.resvcr, th:- successi'vl and 
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continuous operation of & recoverable recoaacicsaace system, vitfc the 
attendant reouireoent for search, appears ^inreaalble froa a practical 
and useable aili/taiy .point of vlev. - ^ccrtoitf^^tha development -of 
the interna syst^Jeligold cot be ^iarfit^. : ":^^^%. v/ . . . . _ - . .,_:;' 

c. In order Stfefctetain early flights 'of ta»'l«±heed venicleto 

be employed as the second rtn^ la ^fche 127L *yetsa, it-aay be desirable 
for the Air Force to plan for 1»at;«2rtUss« 'of this vehicle utilising a 
SEGS booster, since an adequate Txuiber Of £hese less expensive boosters 
can/be made available for $his ^purpose -sooner than the ASUS booster 
"vill *be "available: tt—t ^ ^^^ . ^ ^^^ — _. ..-,_..' 

d. I understand that a '^EBOH -booster with a suitable second stage * 
vehicle nay be the nost procptly and readily available device for 
exo^rinerrtal" flights* vita laboratory anicals. The development of such 
hardvjire is authorized, including pre vision, for the recovery cf the 
aninals, in furtherance of the objective of .mnned satellite flight. 
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5/ Boy Johnson 
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